plied when a program is believed to be beneficial tor the general public and the benefits outweigh the costs and risks. Targeted campaigns can be mounted to implement selective preventive interventions for high-risk groups and for those individuals with high imminent or lifetime risk factors when the balance of benefits against risk and cost can be justified. Should individuals at risk begin to show early symptoms of the disorder, they would be candidates for an indicated preventive intervention program designed to avert the full-blown manifestation of the disorder through more intensive and focused preventive strategies. In a public health approach, each level of preventive intervention would be keyed to the nature of the target population's needs for reducing risk factors and strengthening protective factors.
Also within the public health care plan, adequate treatment and after-care interventions need to be readily available for those who have not had access to preventive interventions or for whom the interventions were not effective in preventing the onset of a mental disorder. Although the focus in this report is on prevention, the other components of the classification system outlined here deserve equal emphasis in a comprehensive and coordinated new approach to our nation's mental health.
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